

TOWN OF CASTLETON

MEETING OF BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY

May 2nd, 6:00PM

Held at the Castleton Fire Station
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Deborah Rosmus, Acting Chair, Nedra Boutwell, Clerk, Gerard Ashton, Pat Albin-Diercksen, Scott Lobdell, Robert Grace, Bill Potter, Richard Combs, Nancy Mark
OTHERS PRESENT:  HEATH GOYETTE

The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm by Acting Chair Deborah Rosmus.  

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS:  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Richard Combs nominated Debbie R to serve as Chair, no other nominations, Gerard A made a motion to nominate Debbie, and Scott L seconded the nomination.  All voted in favor, motion passed.

Debbie R nominated Bob G to serve as Vice Chair, no other nominations, Scott made a motion to nominate Bob, and Pat A seconded the nomination.  All voted in favor, motion passed.

Nedra B, Town Clerk, serves as secretary/clerk of the board.
Debbie R nominated Gerard A to serve as parliamentarian, no other nominations, Debbie made a motion to nominate Gerald, Richard C seconded.  All voted in favor, motion passed.

SECOND ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPROVE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 18, 2015 
Scott L made a motion to accept the minutes from November 18th, Nancy M seconded.  All voted in favor, motion passed.

THIRD ORDER OF BUSINESS: DISCUSS CHANGING POLLING PLACE

Debbie started the discussion of moving the elections from the American Legion to the Castleton Fire Station.  We are within the forty days before an election pursuant to 17 V.S.A. 2501 as the next election right now is August 9th.  Debbie stated she has been asked numerous times why we are still voting at the Legion and not the fire house.  People have expressed that is one of the reasons the fire station was built was to be utilized by the town. Health explained how the plans for the fire station changed and the room is smaller than the original plan.  Parking and traffic is the biggest concern, no one can park in front of the overhead doors and block the fire trucks.  Richard counted the parking places and there are 35 at the fire station and the Legion has 55.  When the new town office is built that will help with the parking.  It was discussed that at least one officer, possibly two need to be there to help with parking or directing traffic.  There needs to be a no parking sign at the entrance to the Medical Center to stop people from using their parking lot.  Gerard mentioned marking parking spots to help guide people.  We would need to put cones in front of the overhead doors and no parking signs.  
The Legion has been very generous in allowing us to use their facility, they do not charge us and have been very accommodating.  They are losing income every time we have an election as Tuesday is their bingo night. We have had two elections so far this year with two more scheduled.  How long before they ask us to leave?  Can we make the decision to move before they ask us to leave?  The room/space is workable, parking is the biggest obstacle.  There was much discussion in regards to possible solutions for traffic control, we need to make the move work. After much discussion Debbie R called the question, Scott made a motion to change the location for elections in the town of Castleton to the Castleton Fire Station.  Bill P seconded the motion. The majority voted in favor, Richard C opposed (parking issue). Motion passed.
Discussion followed in regards to getting the news out to the public, issuing a press release, posting notices at the post offices, notice on the town website, Front Porch Forum.  Also sending a letter to the Legion to thank them.

OTHER BUSINESS:  None
Bob G moved to adjourn the meeting, Scott seconded.  All voted in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:42pm
Respectfully submitted:

Nedra Boutwell, Clerk             
Approved:                                                 Date: 


