
 

CASTLETON PLANNING COMMISSION 
Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

 Castleton Town Office 
and ZOOM 

 
Zoom Recording Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/-
zPlB50dbdsBy85T2FIjY_J0e1Cnpf9aLxJFiWyIZoCVRtfYIQE0cqSi-

Agz0KCS.jUcsseLh5IEYcc7m 
 

Those in attendance included: Elizabeth MacKay, Joseph Bruno, Michael Holden, Jonas 
Rosenthal Zoning Administrator.  

Others present by Zoom included: Allison Harvey, Recording Secretary 

J. Bruno called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M. 

Approve Agenda  

M. Holden made a motion to approve the agenda.  L. MacKay seconded.  All voted in favor.  So 
voted. 

Minutes of Meeting – January 11, 2022 and December 14, 2021 

M. Holden made a motion to approve the minutes of January 11, 2022 and December 14, 2021 as 
presented.  L. MacKay seconded.  All voted in favor.  So voted. 

Update of Stone Mill Solar LLC Project – 2.2 MW Solar Project 

J. Rosenthal stated he had prepared what needed for the Planning Commission to be participant in 
the hearing and had filed questions requesting documents and such, and he indicated that they 
would like a site visit and public hearing.  J. Bruno stated he felt a site visit was an excellent idea, 
as he felt a lot of the information in the application was not correct and a hearing is a good idea as 
a lot of people in town are not even aware of this project.  J. Rosenthal stated it was due by January 
5, 2022 and he thought he’d requested that, he clicked on it, and did file it, and it is under review.  
Mr. Hand told him today that he didn’t have a problem with the site visit, but that it would be up 
to the public utility commission.  J. Rosenthal stated that he apparently missed the deadline, and 
indicated to Mr. Hand it was an oversight, and he has gotten correspondence asking if the town 
was hiring an attorney, and J. Rosenthal had indicated they were not, but that they wanted to be 
sure they were a participant.  He raised the subject of the Town Plan, whether it met those 
requirements and cited the language that was used for another project.  There have been requests 
from the VT Dept of Agriculture asking about plantings, and he felt the Commission should 
highlight the things they want to focus on. He had made a point to Mr. Hand the scenic byways, 
but apparently it has to be within one mile, which would be Route 30. Will be seen from route 4A, 
and Mr. Hand had stated that they had not provided a screening proposal, which the Town should 
consider what they would request for the screening.  J. Bruno stated it bothers him that the project 
is going to be surrounded by 7-foot page wire fence which makes it look like some sort of 



 

compound and would not be aesthetically pleasing.  He is also concerned with effects on wildlife.  
Land being used for agricultural use currently, as well as industrial.  Discussion on whether 
landowners have been contacted, and whether Crampton Road residents have been notified, they 
will be able to see it as well.  J. Rosenthal stated he attended a Regional Planning Commission 
meeting last week, and they had 3 solar projects before them, and they did not discuss this one, 
and it was mentioned it was tables because the Town of Castleton had requested a hearing and site 
visit, then he found out that it was late, but Mr. Hand doesn’t have an issue with the late 
submission.  L. MacKay stated the most recent map is different from the original.  Discussion on 
the plan and its potential cost.  Also questioned how far is from State land. 

J. Rosenthal stated the step that this project is at is they are taking questions from public and state 
agencies on the project and considering a site visit and public hearing request he made for the 
Town and Planning Commission.  The details of the project were further reviewed, how many 
active acres of 17.66 of soil disturbance on site, the decommissioning cost estimate, who 
guarantees that money to the property owner when the time comes for decommissioning and the 
cost to restore the site, how that figure is arrived at and who certifies it’s available when the time 
comes.   

Committee members discusses at length the proposal, how it came about, what the next steps will 
be and the impact it will have on the community and residents, as well as travelers passing through 
the area. J. Rosenthal explained that he attempted to file an appeal/request for hearing, but it 
apparently was past the initial deadline date, and he has filed a notice of intervention and requested 
a public hearing and site visit, and they should know by February 3, 2022 if the request is granted.  
Also discussion on highlighting where the questions are within the application packet that the 
members of the committee have and they are hopeful they will be given the opportunity to express 
their concerns before an approving board.  J. Bruno felt they may want to consider going to the 
board of selectmen if they are not granted an opportunity to present their concerns at a hearing to 
request an attorney become involved. 

Review Update Zoning Regulations dated December 14, 2021 Version with Ed Bove (If 
Available). 

J Rosenthal stated Mr. Bove has suggested they meet with the DRB to review these regulations, 
he has suggested a few dates and Mr. Bove is not available for them at this time.  J. Rosenthal 
requested that at the next meeting of February 8th, they should focus on the Zoning Regulations 
being reviewed and discussed.   

7:08 Adjourn Meeting – M Holden made a motion to adjourn.  L. MacKay seconded.  All 
voted in favor.  So voted. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Allison Harvey, Recording Secretary 


