

TOWN OF CASTLETON

BOARD OF ABATEMENT MEETING

By Zoom

DECEMBER 14, 2020 6:00PM
And 

JANUARY 18, 2020 6:00PM
December 14, 2020
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Scott Lobdell, Debbie Rosmus, MaryBeth Hadeka, Pat Albin-Diercksen, Gerard Ashton, Mike Bethel, Robert Grace, Dick Combs, Bonnie Hanley, Jim Leamy, Mark Brown, Nancy Trudo and Nedra Boutwell, Clerk. 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Jay and Tearsa Brannock
Meeting was called to order at 6:01pm by Nedra Boutwell. 
Election of Officers was first on the agenda, Dick C nominated Debbie R as Chair of the Board of Abatement, Scott L seconded.  No other nominations.  All in favor, Motion Passed. Pat A nominated Scott L as Vice Chair, Dick C seconded. No other nominations. All in favor, Motion Passed.  
Chair Debbie R asked for a motion to accept the minutes of August 5, 2019 Board of Abatement meeting as written.  Dick C made the motion and Scott L seconded.  All in favor, Motion Passed.
The board took their oath, verbally.  As Beth Cornwell-Friese was not present, the board started with the Brannocks.

Jay & Tearsa Brannock          Parcel #252100010
Jay and Tearsa took their oath verbally.  They submitted a letter explaining that they purchased
115 Sand Hill Road in the summer of 2020.  The house was donated to the Fire Department for a controlled burn and the house was 100% demolished on November 8th.  The value of the buildings that are no longer present is $51,200.  Debbie called for a motion.  Scott L made a motion to remove $51,200 of the assessed value, Mike L seconded. Discussion followed regarding the amount needed to be abated.  Dick C made a motion to table both tax abatements until a subsequent meeting when we have more information.  Bonnie H seconded.  All in favor, Motion Passed.  A date of January 18 2021 was set.
Beth Cornwell-Friese          Parcel #060100015.3
Will be tabled until the January 18th meeting.
Scott L called for a motion to adjourn.  Gerry A seconded.  All in favor.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 6:42.
January 20, 2021
MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Lobdell, Debbie Rosmus, Pat Albin-Diercksen, Mark Brown, Joe 
Mark, Bob Grace, Nancy Trudo, Dick Coombs, Gerry Ashton, Jim Leamy and Nedra Boutwell, Clerk. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Pat Schroder, Laura Sargent, Tearsa and Jay Brannock, Ulrich Friese.

Meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by Scott Lobdell, a continuation of the suspended meeting on December 14, 2020. 

Beth Cornwell-Friese 
Parcel# 060100015.3

Mr. Friese is present for Beth and explained that the building was demolished, and they are requesting a tax abatement.  Nancy T made a motion to abate $68.69, the municipal portion of the tax bill. Gerry A seconded.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Friese asked if the building was assessed at 100,000, Nedra explained that the building was listed as $23,300.  Nancy explained taxes are assessed as of April 1 for the year, if we abate the education portion of the taxes the rest of the town still must pay the state the education portion of the taxes.  Mr. Friese asked if the decision could be appealed, Nedra stated she believed the decision of the Board of Abatement was final.  Bob G made a motion to close the discussion, Dick C seconded.  All in favor, Motion Passed.  Scott called the motion to abate $68.69.  All in Favor, Motion Passed.  Bob G explained that amount would be a credit on the taxes not a check to the appellant.
Jay & Tearsa Brannock
Parcel #252100010

Jay and Tearsa are present.  Nancy T made a motion to abate the municipal portion of the bill of $152.89.  Bob G seconded.  Discussion followed, regarding how the money comes off the bill, it will come off the total tax bill. Explained the breakdown of how the amount was calculated, referred them to the letter from the Tax Collector that broke down the numbers.  Bob G made a motion to close the discussion, Dick C seconded.  All in Favor.  Scott called the motion to abate $152.89.  Scott called the motion to abate $152.89.  All in Favor, Motion Passed.  

Other Business:  Bob G mentioned we are one JP short.  Nedra explained that she emailed the Republican party asking for a replacement to be named so she can send a letter to the Governor to request Frank G’s replacement. 

Dick C made a motion to adjourn, Joe M seconded.  All in Favor, Motion Passed.  Meeting adjourned at 6:25pm. 
Nedra Boutwell, Town Clerk                 Approved:                                     Date:

